
EXHIBIT 47

Letter dated February 28, 1934 to Attorney General
from Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of Interior
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

FEB 2 8 W

Ths Honor.a'bl@

The .A-fctprney .General*

My dei.^r Mr. Attorney Generals

."?•

There has been brought -fco our a-fcte-ja-fcipn by yonp Special
Assistant, E-fchelberi tardl, the recsnl; ac-tion of -fche ai-fcorney
for the Walk$r River IrrigaAion Dis'fcric't in reqUQs-ting per-
mission to reopen the sux-fc eaii-bled United S-tia-fcss v. Walker
Rx.yeir Ipriga-tion 0a.s-fc:ric!-t, st al:, Neva<ia«
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It &ppears the object of the defsndan-fcs in rsdpeiu.ng the
case is solely for the purpQsa of offering new eyidenoe •fcend-
ing -fcp show the United S-fca-tes lias aliandoned the theQry of i-bs
case in chief 'nith respect -bo its claiitt a.s set up for a priori'by
.in the uae of •fch.Q •wai.ers involved, da-fcing from 1:8.59. IMs post-

•bion on the pa.rt of 'fche deteiadanis of oourse is erroneous and it
is believed will have no effso-t. on the uliima-te outcome of ihs
suit >

The 'basis for tMs new ao-fcion is "fche fact that -bhe United

States now is imdsrtaking the coris'bruC'fcion of a sma.ll, reservoir
with an ss-fcima.ted capaci'ty pf only 6,200 aere fee-fe, II5i3-B •bQial
stopage is; an insignificant quanti-ty considering tile &rea for
wha.oh -fche United States is cla.iming an 1859 right* yunds for
the GonstruoMon •fchereof were geoy.rsd from the Publi.c Works
Admxnigtpa-bion upon approprxatei .jus-fcifica-fciQn of •tihs adYi-sabili-by
and i'leciflssi'by for sucla gtorage unit:* The p@:rtineni part of •the
justifiosMon upon wh3,.<?h •felie necesaary funds were made available
xs 8.3 follovrst

The present projeci wa.a cQnstruc'ted from
1906 to 193,0 and h&s been in use since tha-b time*
Howeyer> •bhe wa'ber Bupply has :'been. inadequate to
m@9-t ths deBisndg, and it is of urgent impQrtancis
-b'haib giorage be. provtaQd -to b.Qld flood waters for
use during the la-fcter part of the irrigation
season* The x'tem propoaed is egtima-fced to be
sufficient to oons'fcruc-fc a stoyage reservoir ha-ving
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& capacity of @, 200 acz'e fee-fc which w3.1I_ aei'vs
-to bet-ter distrtbyfe 'fchroueh -the irrJlKa-fcion sea.son
-the wa-ter available. Tfaa Indians of •this reserva-
tion have been requesting a better waier supply
for Mftny yea.rs, and it is believed "they will talee
full o.dvantags of any oppOFt unity offered "them -fco
bei-feep their condition 'by increa.s.ed irrigaiion
farming*

Th&re a-s: a.lsp quoted for your infprma'bxon and Fe&dy referencQ
tills jystifioa-fciQn of the loc&l super'vis.ing engineer Qf •t:he Indian
Irfiga^ion ServicQ*

There has long bean H dema»d for a s-fcorage
reSQrvoir on Walkar River' ateove •fche presen'ti
diversion dam* 'Phis ma'Nex' haa been dslayed.,
pending -fcho adjudica-fcion of -the -wa-fcers of Walker
Rivsr* A_atora.ge dam o.f 6,200 acre feet capacx'by

is now.bey.eVecl io be a.bsolutely necesaary, rQ~

Eftrdless o_f :the amoun-t of water da creed the
Tndxan lands _due t_o Arregular_ flow of V/alkel:*

Riyer<

It is mand.fQst from •tha fpfegQing •that "fchere was sud now ia
no in-fcantiQn of -bhis Departaent -bo a'baadon or jeopar'dxze i-fcs
ctai,med -water rights g.a set pirt in •tihe etmended Mil of complaint:
in -this <3aise» The only purpose of oons-truo'fcing a small ressrvoxr
is to provide pQgulation of -bhe a'yailable flow in •the ri,'yer» which
regyla'fcion.is neicess&ry io properly utila.zs the! water x'ighta of
1;he TQaervation*

I-t is respectfully recommended tha-fc -the proposed reopening of
-fche case be opposed yigoroysly and •tha't apprpgriate actioTi be
taken loola.ng: to -the px'oteo'bion of -tUe interests of ttoe Inaians*

Sinc^ely yours»

Asaistant Secretaryo
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